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SUMMARY
Fort Sill, Oklahoma is a United States Army post 
north of Lawton, Oklahoma with a long and storied 
history. Best known as a major cavalry base for the 
U.S. Army during the era of the Indian wars, in the 
1890s its mission shifted from cavalry to artillery 
units. The fort’s vast size (approximately 94,000 
acres) made it a perfect location for the practice 
and study of artillery and other explosives, and in 
1911 Fort Sill became home to the School of Fire for 
the Field Artillery, a world-renowned artillery school 
that continues to operate today as the U.S. Army 
Field Artillery School. 

Hundreds of thousands of artillerymen from all 
over the world have trained at Fort Sill in the last 
100 years, firing their artillery on its vast ranges. 
Over time, a wide variety of unexploded ordnance 
(UXO) from multiple countries and eras have 
collected on Fort Sill’s impact ranges. The U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Tulsa District came to 
SafetySkills to design and develop an interactive, 
online training course on Munitions and Explosives 
of Concern (MEC), on behalf of U.S. Army Garrison, 
Fort Sill.  



CHALLENGE

For over 100 years, artillerymen from the United States Army, the United States 

Marine Corps, and numerous U.S. allies have trained at the artillery school using a 

wide variety of ordnance from around the world and across the decades. The sheer 

variety of types of UXO that can be found on Fort Sill’s ranges presented a major 

training challenge.

UXO can be difficult to 

identify, often looking like a 

pipe, discarded can, or some 

other innocuous scrap of 

metal. They can lie beneath 

the ground for years, even 

decades and still pose a 

threat when unearthed. In 

fact, recently the Army Corps 

of Engineers detonated an 

unearthed artillery shell that 

was over 100 years old.

SOLUTION

SafetySkills consultants, along with experts from the Corps of Engineers, designed 

and built an interactive, online training course that covered identification 

techniques and strategies for UXO of all types, and included reference 

documentation for munitions spanning 100 years of use. The course also provided 

training over marking and isolation protocols, hazard assessment and notification 

procedures.

CHALLENGE

As Fort Sill’s mission evolves over time, old artillery ranges must be reclaimed and 

repurposed, meaning that UXO impacts not only artillerymen, but also civilian 

defense personnel, civilian and military scientists, and even contract construction 

personnel working on or around impact ranges. SafetySkills was tasked with 

developing a single course that could be completed by all impacted personnel, 

regardless of skill level.

SOLUTION

SafetySkills developed a course that included relevant history, plain-language 

explanations, and clear imagery to assist laypersons with the tricky process of UXO 

identification.  

While Fort Sill is still an 

active Army post, it is also a 

National Historic Landmark 

and home to three 

museums: The Fort Sill 

National Historic Landmark 

and Museum, the U.S. Army 

Field Artillery Museum, and 

the U.S. Army Air Defense 

Artillery Museum. 

Historic Challenges

Custom Solutions

SafetySkills balances a deep knowledge of safety with the ability to produce high-quality, responsive instructional content. 

All of our products and services are developed 100% in-house, and are supported right here in our Oklahoma City studio by 

the people who made them. Our singular focus on training employees in life-critical competencies allows us to offer high 

quality content that connects with people. 

We believe engagement changes everything. Because safety is imperative to growth, highly engaging and relevant content is 

crucial to the success of any company. With this in mind, our courses are designed to reinforce company brand messaging, 

with a high degree of interactivity and industry-specific content to produce the most effective results.
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ABOUT SAFETYSKILLS

SafetySkills is a leading provider of products and 
services focused on keeping workers safe through 
effective training.

With a proven track record of over 20 years, operating in 
18 countries and 8 languages, to over 10,000 public and 
private sector organizations, and over 1 million learners, 
SafetySkills leverages its experience, resources and 
technologies to meet its clients EHS and emergency 
response training and certification requirements.


